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Catechesis: 3. There is just one Gospel

Brothers and sisters, good morning!

When it comes to the Gospel and the mission to evangelise, Paul is enthusiastic, he comes out of
himself. He seems to see nothing other than this mission that the Lord has entrusted to him.
Everything in him is dedicated to this proclamation, and he has no interest other than the Gospel.
It is Paul’'s love, Paul’s interest, Paul’s profession: to proclaim. He even goes so far as to say:
'Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Gospel' (7 Cor 1:17). Paul interprets his whole
existence as a call to evangelise, to make Christ's message known, to make the Gospel known:
“Woe to me”, he says, "if | do not preach the Gospel" (7 Cor 9:16). And writing to the Christians of
Rome, he presents himself simply as follows: "Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, an apostle by
calling, chosen to proclaim the Gospel of God" (Rom 1:1). This is his vocation. In short, he is
aware that he has been "set apart" to bring the Gospel to all, and he cannot but devote himself
with all his strength to this mission.

One can therefore understand the sadness, the disappointment and even the bitter irony of the
Apostle towards the Galatians, who in his eyes are taking the wrong path, which will lead to them
to a point of no return: they have taken the wrong path. The pivot around which everything
revolves is the Gospel. Paul does not think of the “four Gospels”, as is natural for us, Indeed, while
he is sending this Letter, none of the four Gospels had yet been written. For him the Gospel is
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what he preaches, what is called the kerygma, that is, the proclamation. And what proclamation?
That of the death and resurrection of Jesus as the source of salvation. A Gospel that is expressed
in four verbs: “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and he appeared the Cephas, then
to the twelve” (I Cor 15: 3-5). This is Paul's proclamation, the proclamation that gives life to all.
This Gospel is the fulfilment of the promises and the salvation offered to all men. Whoever accepts
it is reconciled to God, is welcomed as a true son, and receives the inheritance of eternal life.

Faced with such a great gift to the Galatians, the Apostle cannot explain why they might think of
accepting another “gospel”, perhaps more sophisticated, more intellectual, | don’t know ... but
another “gospel”. It should be noted, however, that these Christians have not yet abandoned the
Gospel announced by Paul. The Apostle knows that they are still in time not to take a false step,
but he warns them strongly, very strongly. His first argument points directly to the fact that the
preaching carried out by the new missionaries - those who bring novelty, who preach - cannot be
the Gospel. On the contrary, it is a proclamation that distorts the true Gospel because it prevents
them from attaining the freedom acquired by arriving at faith - this is the key word, isn’t it? - it
prevents them from reaching the freedom acquired by coming to faith. The Galatians are still
"beginners" and their disorientation is understandable. They do not yet know the complexities of
the Mosaic Law and their enthusiasm in embracing faith in Christ leads them to listen to these new
preachers, deluding themselves that their message is complementary to Paul’s. And it is not.

However, the Apostle, cannot risk compromises on such decisive ground. The Gospel is only one
and that is what he proclaimed; there can be no other. Beware! Paul does not say that the true
Gospel is his because it was he who announced it, no! He does not say this. This would be
presumptuous, it would be boastful. Rather, he affirms that "his" Gospel, the same one that the
other Apostles were proclaiming elsewhere, is the only authentic one, because it is that of Jesus
Christ. He thus writes: “I| would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by
me is not man’s gospel, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal 1:11). We can
understand why Paul uses very harsh terms. Twice he uses the expression “anathema”, which
indicates the need to keep far from the community that which threatens its foundations. And this
new “gospel” threatens the foundations of the community. In short, on this point the Apostle leaves
no room for negotiation: one cannot negotiate. With the truth of the Gospel, one cannot negotiate.
Either you receive the Gospel as it is, as it was announced, or you receive any other thing. But you
cannot negotiate with the Gospel. One cannot compromise. Faith in Jesus is not a bargaining chip:
it is salvation, it is encounter, it is redemption. It cannot be sold off cheaply.

This situation described at the beginning of the Letter seems paradoxical, because all those
involved seem to be animated by good feelings. The Galatians who listen to the new missionaries
think that by circumcision they will be even more devoted to the will of God and thus be even more
pleasing to Paul. Paul's enemies seem to be inspired by fidelity to the tradition received from the
fathers and believe that genuine faith consists in observing the Law. In the face of this supreme



fidelity, they even justify their insinuations and suspicions about Paul, who is considered
unorthodox with regard to tradition. The Apostle himself is well aware that his mission is of a divine
nature - it was revealed by Christ Himself, to him - and therefore he is moved by total enthusiasm
for the novelty of the Gospel, which is a radical novelty, not a fleeting novelty: there are no
“fashionable” gospels, the Gospel is always new, it is newness. His pastoral anxiety leads him to
be severe, because he sees the great risk facing young Christians. In short, in this labyrinth of
good intentions it is necessary to disentangle oneself in order to grasp the supreme truth that is
most consistent with the Person and preaching of Jesus and His revelation of the Father's love.
This is important: knowing how to discern. Very often we have seen throughout history, and we
even see this today, some movements that preach the Gospel in their own way, sometimes with
real and genuine charisms; but then they take it too far and reduce all the Gospel to a
‘movement”. And this is not Christ’'s Gospel: this is the Gospel of the founder and yes, it may help
at the beginning, but in the end it does not bear fruit with deep roots. For this reason, Paul's clear
and decisive word was salutary for the Galatians and is salutary for us too. The Gospel is Christ’s
gift to us, He Himself revealed it to us. It is what gives us life. Thank you.

Special Greetings

| cordially greet the English-speaking faithful. | pray that the coming summer holidays will be a
time of refreshment and spiritual renewal for you and your families. Upon all of you | invoke the joy
and peace of the Lord. May God bless you!

Appeal for Lebanon
one year after the port explosion in Beirut

In these days, | think especially of the beloved country of Lebanon a year after the terrible port
explosion in its capital, Beirut, with its toll of death and destruction. | think above all of the victims
and their families, the many injured, and those who lost their homes and livelihoods. So many
people have lost the desire to go on.

During the Day of Prayer and Reflection for Lebanon last 1 July, together with Christian religious
leaders, all of us listened to the hopes and aspirations, the frustrations and weariness of the
Lebanese people, and we prayed for God’s gift of hope to overcome this difficult crisis.

Today | would also appeal to the international community to offer Lebanon concrete assistance,
not only with words but with concrete actions in undertaking a journey of “resurrection”. It is my
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hope that the current International Conference hosted by France with the support of the United
Nations will prove productive in this regard.

Dear Lebanese friends, | greatly desire to visit you and | continue to pray for you, so that Lebanon
will once more be a message of peace and fraternity for the entire Middle East.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our continuing catechesis on Saint Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, we
now consider Paul’s insistence on complete fidelity to the Gospel. For Paul, the proclamation of
the Christian message was his very life. What he preached to the Galatians was in fact the
apostolic kerygma, which summarized the fulfilment of all God’s promises in Jesus Christ,

who died for our sins, was buried, rose on the third day, and appeared to Peter (cf. 1 Cor 15:3-5).
This explains why, at the beginning of the Letter, Paul urges the Galatians so forcefully not to turn
away from the freedom brought by the Gospel. For that Gospel, entrusted to the apostles, offers to
all — ourselves included - the assurance of new life and freedom flowing from the cross of Christ
and the qift of his Holy Spirit.
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