RITE OF BEATIFICATION OF 85 ENGLISH MARTYRS

HOMILY OF JOHN PAUL II

Sunday, 22 November 1987

1. “Tuseiilre . ..?”. “Tu lo dici: io sono re. Per questo sono nato e per questo sono venuto nel
mondo: per rendere testimonianza alla verita’ (Gv 18, 33.37).

Nell’'ultima domenica dell’anno liturgico leggiamo questo dialogo di Cristo con Pilato. Infatti
celebriamo oggi la solennita di Cristo Re.

In questo giorno ci € dato pure di compiere il rito della beatificazione di George Haydock e di 84
martiri inglesi.

Martire € colui che, a somiglianza di Cristo, rende testimonianza alla verita. Piu ancora: rende
testimonianza alla stessa Verita che & Cristo.

Davanti a Pilato Cristo disse: “Chiunque ¢ dalla verita, ascolta la mia voce” (Gv 18, 37).

Ecco stanno davanti a noi degli uomini, dei quali si pud dire veramente che sono stati “dalla
verita”. Uomini che “hanno ascoltato la voce” di Cristo: primo ed eterno testimone della Verita.

2. | martiri inglesi, che stanno oggi al cospetto della Chiesa, hanno confermato la loro
testimonianza alla Verita col sacrificio, della vita.

Hanno creduto sino alla fine nella croce di Cristo.

Hanno creduto contemporaneamente nella potenza della sua risurrezione.

“Tutti riceveranno la vita in Cristo’ . . . dal quale “verra . . . la risurrezione dei morti” (7 Cor 15,



22.21).

| martiri, la cui gloria oggi proclama la Chiesa, hanno dato la loro vita per rendere testimonianza
alla Verita. Hanno subito la morte. Subendo la morte, hanno professato la fede nella Vita. In quella
Vita, che é stata rivelata al mondo nella risurrezione di Cristo.

In tal modo hanno reso testimonianza anche alla Vita, che per opera di Gesu Cristo € piu potente
della morte.

La testimonianza alla Verita e la testimonianza alla Vita: ecco questo € il pieno significato del
martirio a somiglianza di Cristo crocifisso e risorto. Il suo mistero pasquale rivela il proprio volto
redentore nella morte dei martiri, subita per rendere testimonianza alla Verita.

3. This feast of Christ the King proclaims that all earthly power is ultimately from God, that his
Kingdom is our first and lasting concern and that obedience to his laws is more important than any
other obligation or loyalty.

Thomas More, that most English of saints, declared on the scaffold: “I die the King’s good servant
but God’s servant first". In this way he witnessed to the primacy of the Kingdom.

Today we have declared Blessed another eighty-five martyrs: from England, Scotland and Wales,
and one from Ireland. Each of them chose to be "God'’s servant First'. They consciously and
willingly embraced death for love of Christ and the Church. They too chose the Kingdom above all
else. If the price had to be death they would pay it with courage and joy.

Blessed Nicholas Postgate welcomed his execution "as a short cut to heaven". Blessed Joseph
Lambton encouraged those who were to die with him with the words "Let us be merry, for
tomorrow | hope we shall have a heavenly breakfast". Blessed Hugh Taylor, not knowing the day
of his death, said: "How happy | should be if on this Friday, on which Christ died for me, | might
encounter death for him". He was executed on that very day, Friday 6 November 1585. Blessed
Henry Heath, who died in 1643, thanked the court for condemning him and giving him the "singular
honour to die with Christ".

4. Among these eighty-five martyrs we find priests and laymen, scholars and craftsmen. The
oldest was in his eighties, and the youngest no more than twenty-four. There were among them a
printer, a bartender, a stable-hand, a tailor. What unites them all is the sacrifice of their lives in the
service of Christ their Lord.

The priests among them wished only to feed their people with the Bread of Life and with the Word
of the Gospel. To do so meant risking their lives. But for them this price was small compared to the
riches they could bring to their people in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
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The twenty-two laymen in this group of martyrs shared to the full the same love of the Eucharist.
They, too, repeatedly risked their lives, working together with their priests, assisting, protecting
and sheltering them. Laymen and priests worked together, together they stood on the scaffold and
together welcomed death. Many women, too, not included today in this group of martyrs, suffered
for their faith and died in prison. They have earned our undying admiration and remembrance.

5. These martyrs gave their lives for their loyalty to the authority of the Successor of Peter, who
alone is Pastor of the whole flock. They also gave their lives for the unity of the Church, since they
shared the Church’s fait, unaltered down the ages, that the Successor of Peter has been given the
task of serving and ensuring "the unity of the flock of Christ". He has been given by Christ the
particular role of confirming the faith of his brethren.

The martyrs grasped the importance of that Petrine ministry. They gave their lives rather than
deny this truth of their faith. Over the centuries the Church in England, Wales and Scotland has
drawn inspiration from these martyrs and continues in love of the Mass and in faithful adherence
to the Bishop of Rome. The same loyalty and faithfulness to the Pope is demonstrated today
whenever the work of renewal in the Church is carried out in accordance with the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council and in communion with the universal Church.

6. Central to this renewal, to which the Holy Spirit calls the Church, is work for that unity among
Christians for which Christ himself prayed. We must all rejoice that the hostilities between
Christians, which so shaped the age of these martyrs, are over, replaced by fraternal love and
mutual esteem.

Seventeen years ago forty of the glorious company of martyrs were canonized. It was the prayer
of the Church on that day that the blood of those martyrs would be a source of healing for the
divisions between Christians. Today we may fittingly give thanks for the progress made in the
intervening years towards fuller communion between Anglicans and Catholics. We rejoice in the
deeper understanding, broader collaboration and common witness that have taken place through
the power of God.

In the days of the martyrs whom we honour today, there were other Christians who died for their
beliefs. We can all now appreciate and respect their sacrifice. Let us respond together to the great
challenge which confronts those who would preach the Gospel in our age. Let us be bold and
united in our profession of our common Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.

7. Nella liturgia odierna domina la persona del pastore: “Il Signore € il mio pastore” (Sal 23, 1). |
pensieri del salmista e del profeta Ezechiele seguono le stesse orme.

Attraverso la persona del pastore - del buon pastore - possiamo penetrare, in modo piu semplice,
la realta del regnare di Cristo. In lui tutto € regnare, tutto &€ regno, la sua venuta, la nascita dalla
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Vergine per opera dello Spirito Santo, il suo Vangelo, la sua croce e la sua risurrezione. In tutto
cio si rivela Cristo Re come compimento dellimmagine del pastore, di cui I'Antico e il Nuovo
Testamento sono profondamente penetrati.

San Paolo ci introduce nella prospettiva definitiva di questo regnare di Cristo, che riempie la storia
dell’umanita.

L’Apostolo scrive: “Bisogna . . . che egli regni finché non abbia posto tutti i nemici sotto i suoi piedi.
L’ultimo nemico ad essere annientato sara la morte . . . E quando tutto gli sara stato sottomesso,
anche lui, il Figlio, sara sottomesso a colui che gli ha sottomesso ogni cosa, perché Dio sia tutto in
tutti’ (1 Cor 15, 25.26.28).

8. Beati voi, martiri!

Voi che avete scelto la morte, per rendere testimonianza alla Verita!

Rallegratevi! Ecco la morte sara annientata da Cristo come “I'ultimo nemico”. Il regno di Dio &
regno di Verita e di Vita.

Rallegratevi! La vostra testimonianza ha lasciato orme profonde su cui cammina la Chiesa nella
vostra patria, € contemporaneamente in tutto il mondo.

Queste orme conducono verso il regno, che non tramonta.

Rallegratevi! Attraverso la vostra testimonianza si sta preparando il compimento definitivo del
mondo in Cristo, quando “Dio sia tutto in tutti”.

Rallegratevil
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