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Your Excellency,

| am pleased to welcome you to the Vatican and to accept the Letters of Credence appointing you Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Philippines to the Holy See. | thank you for the kind greetings
which you bring from President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, and | ask you to convey to her the assurance of my prayers for
your country and its people.During my pastoral visits to the Philippines, | have always been moved by the warmth and
affection shown to me. The words of my first visit in 1981 still ring true: "Due homage must be paid to the achievement of
the Filipino people, but what you are also creates an obligation, and it confers upon the nation a specific mission”
(Address to the People of the Philippines, 17 February 1981). Being a country which has kept the Christian faith strong
even when faced with extreme obstacles offers you the honorable task not only of preserving the values of this heritage
but also of helping to spread the ideals of Christian culture to the whole world. The experience of World Youth Day in
Manila in 1995 was an example of your Nation’s desire to exercise this responsibility, and it will always stand out as a
moment of particular joy in my ministry to the universal Church. Those days together with your people, joined by young
persons from throughout the world, confirmed my belief that, as Your Excellency has noted, the Philippines is truly a
"light" for the evangelization of the Asian continent.One of the obligations of cultures based on authentic human values
must be a deep and abiding concern for the poor. Unfortunately, the Philippines and much of the Asian region continue to
be plagued by the blight of extreme poverty. This fact can at times tempt governments to adopt shortsighted solutions
which in reality often lead to policies which bring no real benefit to the people. To deal with poverty effectively every
sector of society must work together in search of solutions. An enduring freedom for those bound by poverty demands
that governments not only recognize and assist the poor but that they also actively involve them in finding long-lasting
solutions to their problems. The seemingly futile struggle with poverty is one of the main sources of disaffection and
marginalization among the young. Tempted to look for quick material gain, they are often led into lives of crime, or as is
currently being experienced throughout the world, they associate themselves with radical movements which promise
social change through violence and bloodshed. Combating these trends requires a concerted effort to welcome, listen to

and engage the talents and gifts of the less fortunate by helping them to realize that they are an integral part of society.l
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pray that Filipinos will continue to uphold the precepts of their Constitution which explicitly recognizes the sanctity of
family life and the protection of the unborn from the moment of conception (cf. Constitution of the Philippines, Article I,
Section 12). Aware that the issue of capital punishment and its use has again become an important topic in your national
debate, | would reiterate that the ends of justice in today’s world seem better served by not resorting to the death penalty.
"Modern society in fact has the means of effectively suppressing crime by rendering criminals harmless without

definitively denying them the chance to reform" (Encyclical Letter Evangelium Vitae, 27). While civil societies have a duty

to be just, they also have an obligation to be merciful.l wish to take this opportunity to express my ongoing concern for
the spate of violence that has for so long taken a devastating toll on your country. | again appeal to all parties to end the
terrorism which continues to cause so much suffering to the civilian population, and to embrace the path of dialogue
which alone will enable the people of the region to create a society that guarantees justice, peace and harmony for all.
Accordingly, it is essential that the State continue to promote dialogue in society, fostering mutual understanding and
appreciation among the various religions. This process is most effective when all levels of public education include
curricular components that help people to recognize the value of tolerance and encourage them to strive towards a
culture based on authentic peace and justice. We can together eliminate the social and cultural causes of terrorism "by
teaching the greatness and dignity of the human person, and by spreading a clearer sense of the oneness of the human

family" (Message for the 2002 World Day of Peace, 12).Building a society based on human dignity can only be achieved

when those in authority espouse the principles of right governance and honesty in their personal and public lives and
offer unconditional service to their fellow citizens for the common good. Public servants, therefore, have an especially
grave obligation to ensure that they are role models of moral behavior and do their best to help others form a correct
conscience which at all times shuns any type of graft or corruption. These qualities of genuine leadership are of special
concern as your country prepares for the coming elections. A criterion for judging the success of a democracy can, in
fact, be found in the quality of its elections, which must be fair, honest and free, while always upholding the constitutional
process and the rule of law (cf. Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, Pastoral Statement on the Coming 2004
Elections). In this regard, | am confident that the good will of those involved in the elections will lead to a stronger nation,
truly based on equity and justice for all.Your Excellency, | am certain that as you carry out the tasks of your mission the
bonds of friendship between the Republic of the Philippines and the Holy See will be further strengthened. | offer you my
good wishes and assure you that the various departments of the Roman Curia will always be ready to assist you in the

discharge of your duties. Upon yourself and your fellow citizens | invoke the abundant blessings of Almighty

God.
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